
The 2021 WESTWIND festival ends with a grand awards ceremony after an eventful and 

successful week of theatre  

 

A festival in times of pandemic – that was WESTWIND 2021. By postponing the festival from 

May to August as a summer event with analogue, hybrid and digital formats as well as live 

performances of all plays, COMEDIA Theater’s WESTWIND team was able to pull it off! All 

productions – festival contributions and international guest performances from Belgium, 

Brazil, Chile and Spain – were performed twice, which meant in concrete terms: 34 analogue 

performances on seven festival days. 

 

The COMEDIA Cultural Centre for Young Audiences served as the festival hub. Additionally, 

performances were presented at two other venues in Cologne (KKT 

KölnerKünstler:innenTheater and St. Gregorius im Elend). 

 

Thanks to these performances, WESTWIND was able to retain a semblance of normalcy 

despite restrictions and masks. 

 

The programme of additional events for professional attendees explored the question “Who 

Speaks for Whom?” Daily online impulse lectures, webinars, discussions and follow-up talks 

rounded out the programme. Under the title “Focus on Awareness”, the two academics Seda 

Sönmeztürk and Alexis Rodriguez Suárez accompanied the festival as observers for the first 

time. From their respective perspectives, they evaluated how the festival, the invited 

productions and the festival participants dealt with socially relevant questions and current 

topics. 

 

Another first: this year’s edition of WESTWIND marked its first as a sustainable festival. 

Within the framework of the NRW Young Talents Scholarship, measures were developed to 

preserve resources & energy and reduce CO2 & waste within all areas. The festival’s climate 

footprint was assessed using the tool EVENT.rechner by EnergyAgency.NRW. This included 

the following endeavours: the use of a digital messenger instead of printed materials, waste 

separation, vegan catering, upcycled bags, microplastic-free soaps, and the use of 

decorations/pinboards/signage/notebooks recycled from old posters and similar. 

 

With auditoriums filled to a comfortable, reduced-capacity level, as made possible by recent 

German ordinances, the week culminated in a celebration of theatre. 

 

A three-member panel of experts consisting of Jutta Maria Staerk, artistic director of 

COMEDIA Theater; Julia-Huda Nahas, freelance director, author and cultural educator; and 

Brigitte Baggen, long-time head of the cultural office in Viersen, selected 11 remarkable 

productions out of 48 applications from professional children’s and youth theatres from all 

over NRW. 

 

 

The awards 

 

The award jury, consisting of Elisabeth Clarke-Hasters, choreographer, dance & theatre 

educator and diversity coach; Sergej Gößner, actor & author; and Ulrike Stöck, artistic 



director of Junges Nationaltheater Mannheim, presented the awards of the 37
th

 edition of 

WESTWIND NRW Festival for Young Audiences on the last day of the festival. 

 

The prize money of 10,000 euros was provided by the Ministry of Culture and Science of the 

State of North Rhine-Westphalia. 

 

The jury awarded the following prizes: 

 

 

For the scenery and costumes of: 

“(Amor und) Psyche – wie man eine Superheldin wird” (world premiere) by: Thorsten 

Bihegue 

Junge Bühne Bochum in coproduction with Prinz Regent Theater Bochum and Ko-Labor 

Bochum 

Esther van de Pas (costumes) and Michael Habelitz (scenery) 

 

For the ensemble of: 

“Löwenherzen” (world premiere) by Nino Haratischwili 

Consol Theater Gelsenkirchen 

Sibel Polat, Thomas Kaschel and Eric Rentmeister 

 

For the ensemble of: 

“W.H.A.M. Weißer Heterosexueller Alter Mann” (world premiere) 

c.t.201, Cologne in coproduction with studiobühneköln 

By and with: Dorothea Förtsch, Tim Mrosek and Sibel Polat 

 

 

The children’s jury and the teen jury each awarded an amount of 2,000 euros to a 

production of their choosing, sponsored by RheinEnergieStiftung Kultur. 

 

 

The children’s jury (Lena Becker, Liam Becker, Tilda Börjesson, Levi Kolonko, Larissa 

Kuhlmann, Amalia Lieb and Thea Sonnleithner) granted their award to: 

 

“Löwenherzen” (world premiere) by Nino Haratischwili 

Consol Theater Gelsenkirchen 

Directed by: Andrea Kramer 

 

 

The teen jury (Taylan Cagri, Michael Franzmann, Marc Lanssen, Clara Lühmann, 

Kian Najarajampour and Simon Zerzawy) granted their award to: 

 

“The BIG Picture” 

FETTER FISCH – Performance I Theater, Münster 

Directed and choreographed by: Leandro Kees 

 

 



COMEDIA’s Westwind team would like to congratulate all winners as we pass the festival 

baton to the team of Junges Schauspielhaus Bochum/Theaterrevier, which will host the 38
th

 

Westwind festival from 11 to 17 June 2022. 

 

 

 

The laudations in full: 

 

The laudations of the award jury (Elisabeth Clarke-Hasters, Sergej Gößner, Ulrike Stöck) 

 

One of the three 2021 festival prizes is hereby awarded to Junge Bühne Bochum for 

scenery and costumes in their production of “(Amor und) Psyche – wie man eine 

Superheldin wird” (world premiere) by: Thorsten Bihegue 

 

How should we imagine the gods? Is it ok to depict them as they are described: those lazy, 

hot-tempered Roman deities? What exactly do they look like? And what about the place 

they inhabit? What should the performers wear for a play that deals with absolute beauty 

and a new kind of superheroine? 

 

Esther van de Pas (costumes) and Michael Habelitz (scenery) find fun and playful answers to 

these questions. 

 

This production of the legendary tale about the most beautiful girl on earth and the god of 

love is filled with watchful sheep, helpful towers, calculating ants, enamoured wind gods, 

sluggish fathers, dragons and rocks. The two designers have come up with surprising 

solutions for each role that demonstrate a courage to exaggerate, to use bold colours and a 

good dose of humour to depict the rapidly changing characters. A plain space adorned with 

two curtains leaves ample room for the elaborate props and scenic elements that crop up on 

stage, facilitating narrative ease and providing a functional framework for the production. 

Above it all, a very angry goddess Venus with equally angry-looking hair sits on her throne, a 

mixture of a golden chaise longue and a DJ booth, adding a grand musical touch to the 

action. 

 

At no point do the scenic designers fall into the trap of reproducing clichés of female beauty 

on stage. The narrators wear jeans and T-shirts with Playmobil hair and thus make a modern 

narration of the ancient myth possible. Love has been cut out. There is no breeding of 

lechery or lust. The Psyche of today can manage without it. Can we tell mythological stories 

like this to modern young audiences? In this guise, yes, says the jury, and distinguishes it for 

its cheerful, refreshingly cheeky and extremely lovely work. Special thanks go out to Esther 

van de Pas, Michael Habelitz and all those who worked on it. 

 

 

The second 2021 festival award goes to Consol Theater Gelsenkirchen for the ensemble’s 

performance of “Löwenherzen” (world premiere) by Nino Haratischwili 

 

Ensemble. Together, united. When we speak of ensemble achievement, we are talking about 

what people – in this case, people on stage – create and bring about together. The ensemble 

of this production whisked us away into a story that fascinated and touched us. 



 

But how did they do it? On the one hand, with their ability to be fully committed to the 

story. None of the numerous characters tried to stand out and outshine the others. They 

performed as a team, with and off of each other, each dedicating the right amount of 

emotion and attention necessary for us, the audience, to follow the story from one station 

to the next. They performed with the seriousness and naturalness of children who pursue 

even the most difficult topics with curiosity and interest. 

 

And they performed with a conviction to give characters made of ink and paper a body and a 

voice, to engage fully in the story and to rely on one another. 

 

Ensemble, together, united: the ensemble of “Löwenherzen” – Sibel Polat, Thomas Kaschel 

and Eric Rentmeister – showed us what can happen when you build confidence in others and 

trust in the possibility that the story can end well. 

 

 

 

The third production to be distinguished with a 2021 WESTWIND festival award is the 

production of “W.H.A.M. Weißer Heterosexueller Alter Mann” (world premiere) by 

c.t.201, Cologne in coproduction with studiobühneköln – by and with: Dorothea Förtsch, 

Tim Mrosek and Sibel Polat 

 

W.H.A.M. deals with many things. It tackles racism and sexism, challenges existing structures 

and calls masculinity into question. And through it all, in just under 75 minutes, one thing 

becomes clear: this ensemble wants something. They challenge their audience to the 

extreme and do not even stop when faced with their own potential breaking point. The 

issues they address are big and weighty, but they are almost always presented with a wink – 

an inviting sense of ease and an astonishingly unpretentious zest for performing that leaves 

us wanting more. 

 

But what makes this ensemble’s performance even more special is that they developed 

everything on their own. Sibel Polat, Tim Mroszek and Dorothea Förtsch are responsible for 

the text, dramaturgy, staging, make-up and set design. The ensemble is the production. 

 

The jury of Westwind 2021 awards an ensemble prize to the performers of the production 

“W.H.A.M.” for their particularly committed and all-encompassing achievement as theatre-

makers. Congratulations! 

 

 

The children’s jury award goes to “Löwenherzen” (world premiere) by Nino Haratischwili, 

Consol Theater Gelsenkirchen 

 

We award the children’s jury prize to “Löwenherzen” by Consol Theater Gelsenkirchen 

because it addressed many important issues. 

The play took on serious topics such as bullying, child labour and refugees, etc. and 

presented them in a playful and humorous way. 

We were particularly impressed by the lighting and sound – and especially by the effects 

with chalk! 



We also liked the fact that three actors played many different roles on stage and that the 

locations changed with the scenes. 

You performed very well! 

Thank you for the great production and keep up the good work! 

Your children’s jury 

 

 

The teen jury honours “The BIG Picture” (world premiere) by FETTER FISCH – Performance 

I Theater, Münster 

 

This play is something very special. With your natural and relaxed performance style, you 

drew us into the story. It was immediately clear to us that you really believed in what you 

were saying. You managed to present important and difficult topics in an expressive and 

moving way. It was both funny and exciting at the same time. 

We especially liked the way you used your bodies: one highlight was the projection onto 

your backs. The minimalistic set and elegant costumes created a perfect sense of harmony. 

Our warmest congratulations! Your stories were incredibly touching and have inspired us to 

make a difference ourselves. 


